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phenson, who had formed one of the principal illustrations in his lec- 
tures, and also to prepare the volume now on our table. 

Its spirit and aim are sufficiently shown in the citation already given ; 
and in the development of his plan, Mr. Smiles exhibits the same mod- 
est ability which characterizes his Life of Stephenson. His work 
comprises a thorough and systematic discussion of his subject, and is 
written in a pleasing and graphic style. It opens with a suggestive 
chapter on " Self-Help, National and Individual," which is designed to 
form a general introduction, while the remaining twelve chapters illus- 
trate special phases of the subject. Among them are chapters on the 
" Leaders of Industry," " Scientific Pursuits," " Workers in Art," " Bus- 
iness Qualities," " Self-Culture," and " Character." The whole is illus- 
trated by numerous anecdotes and short biographical sketches admi- 
rably chosen to enforce the lessons which they are designed to teach. 
Mr. Smiles possesses great skill in the delineation of character, and his 
gallery of portraits offers many striking examples for stu'ly and imita- 
tion. His acquaintance with biographical literature is very extensive ; 
and no reader can fail to be struck with the variety and richness of his 
materials. These materials are made easily accessible by means of a 
copious and well-arranged Index, and the volume is also furnished with 
running-titles. 

14. — The Voyage of the "Fox" in the Arctic Seas. — A Narrative of 
the Discovery of the Fate of Sir John Franklin and his Companions, 
By Captain M'Clintock, B, N., LL. D. With Maps and Illustra- 
tions. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1860. 12mo. pp. xxiv. and 
375. 

Though Captain M'Clintock made some geographical discoveries in 
the Arctic regions, the chief interest of his narrative centres in the 
information which he obtained in regard to the lost expedition com- 
manded by Sir John Franklin, and he has very properly given promi- 
nence to this result of his voyage on his title-page. His vessel was 
purchased and in part equipped at the expense of Lady Franklin ; the 
journal of his voyage was kept for her perusal, and is now published at 
her request ; and on his return home he had the mournful satisfaction 
of reporting to her the success of his expedition, and the close of the 
long-continued quest. Sailing from Aberdeen on the 1st of July, 1857, 
with a little company of twenty-four persons, Captain M'Clintock found 
himself unable during the summer to cross Baffin's Bay, and was frozen 
into the ice at the end of August. From that time his vessel continued 
to drift southward for a period of eight months, and over a distance of 
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nearly twelve hundred geographical miles, until the last of April. On 
being released, he proceeded to Greenland to refit ; and during the 
summer of 1858 he pushed his way as far west as Bellot Strait, where 
his vessel was put into winter quarters at the end of September, and 
arrangements were at once made for prosecuting the search during the 
winter by means of sledge parties. The results of this search were the 
discovery of the fate of Sir John Franklin and his crews, and a careful 
examination of the neighboring coasts ; and in September, 1859, Cap- 
tain M'Clintock landed in England on his return, with many interesting 
relics of the lost voyagers, and with positive evidence that they had 
discovered the much-sought Northwest Passage. 

His narrative is written in a manly and unambitious style, and is full 
of the exciting interest which always belongs to the record of Arctic 
voyages. Its chief interest, as we have said, is derived from the dis- 
covery of the fate of Franklin and his companions ; but, apart from 
this, the volume comprises some new information in regard to the north- 
ern coast-line of this continent. In the Appendix are Lady Franklin's 
memorial to Lord Palmerston, praying for government assistance in 
fitting out the expedition, a list of the relics brought home by Captain 
M'Clintock, an interesting paper on the Arctic geology, and some other 
documents. The volume has also an excellent map of the Arctic 
regions, and several woodcut illustrations. 



15. — 1. Life of George Washington. Written for Children. By E. 

Cecil. Boston: Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1859. 16mo. pp. 258. 
2. Life of Lafayette. Written for Children. By E. Cecil. With 

Six Illustrations. Boston : Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1860. 16mo. 

pp. 218. 

These volumes are understood to be by a lady, and are designed, we 
suppose, to form part of a series of biographies for children. They are 
written in a simple, unpretending style, with little attempt at rhetorical 
ornament, but from an ample knowledge of their respective subjects. 
With praiseworthy diligence the writer has remounted to the original 
sources of information, and has evidently made herself familiar with the 
most trustworthy authorities. Her narrative is sufficiently minute, with- 
out being prolix or tedious, and the arrangement of her materials is so 
orderly and natural, that the young reader will find little difficulty in 
following the course of events, while the incidents are so judiciously 
selected that he will carry away with him a perfectly clear idea of the 
characters here portrayed for his instruction. 



